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Byelorussian __Chronicle 1968

I. The International Scene

. GENERAL

On 19 March the permanent Byelo-
russian representative at the United
Nations H. Carnu$c¢anka signed the
international treaty on political, social
and cultural rights which was adopted
by the General Assembly in Decem-
ber 1966.

*

On 10 June the head of the Byelo-
russian delegation at the United Na-
tions, the Byelorussian foreign
minister A. Hurynovi¢ gave a lunch in
honour of the UN secretary general
U Thant. Present at the reception
were the representatives of Bulgaria,
Burma, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ecua-
dor, Hungary, Iraq, Mauretania,
Mexico, Poland, Somalia, the Ukraine
and the USSR.

*

A Byelorussian delegation, headed
by Professor I. Kavalot, took part in
the international conference on the
use of cosmic space which opened in
Vienna on 14 August.
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*

On 31 May A. Hurynovi¢ spoke at
the General Assembly of the United
Nations against the proliferation of
nuclear arms.

%

In June a Byelorussian delegation,
headed by A. Seldai, took part in the
work of the International Labour

Organisation in Geneva.
%

On 3 December A. Hurynovi¢ spoke
about Byelorussia on the educational

television network in New York.
%

On 16 December the Byelorussian
delegation at the United Nations gave
a reception to members of the delega-
tions from the socialist countries to
commemorate the forthcoming fiftieth
anniversary of the establishment of

ILINTERNATIONALCULTURALRELATIONS

Algeria
On 16 March A. Paciarob, a member
of the Soviet embassy in Algiers,

delivered a lecture entitled 'La Biélo-
russie sovietique' at the Soviet Cult-
ural Centre there.

Baltic States

In early autumn the Byelorussian
State Choir made a tour of the Baltic
states, giving concerts in Klajpeda,
Daugapils, Shaulis, Riga, Tallin, Nar-
va, Kohtla-Jarve, and other places.

%

Byelorussian entries won high praise
at the festival of documentary films
from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Bye-

lorussia, the Ukraine and Moldavia,
which took place at Tallin in the
summer.

the Byelorussian  Soviet Socialist
Republic.
Bulgaria
At the international youth and

students' art festival which took place
in Sofia from 28 July to 6 August,
the Byelorussian vocal quartet 'Kupa-
linka' (Valancina Marozava, Alena
Chazanava, Valancina Antonava and
Nadzieja Suskievi¢) was awarded the
gold medal. Other prize winners were
'the soloist Askold Suchin and the
conductor Larysa Talkacova.

Czechoslovakia

A group of Byelorussian slavists,
headed by M. Sudnik, director of the
Jakub Kotas Institute of Philology in
Minsk, took part in the sixth Interna-
tional Congress of Slavists which was
held in Prague from 7 to 13 August.
The following papers were read by
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the members of the group: 'Lithuanian
Elements in Byelorussian Onomastics'
(M. Biryta), 'Enclitics and Proclitics in
the Structure of the Slavonic Sent-
ence' (H. Cychun) and 'The Place of
Byelorussian Tales in the Slav Folk
Epos' (K. Kabasnikad). Apart from
this Byelorussian philologists present-
ed a number of shorter communica-
tions.

Mexico
There were fifteen Byelorussian
sportsmen among the Soviet team

which took part in the Olympic games
in Mexico. Altogether they won six
gold medals, three silver and two
bronze. The gold medallists included
the heavyweight wrestling champion
Alaksandar Miadzviedz, the world
fencing champion Taciana Samusienka
and the gymnast Larysa Pietryk.

Moldavia and the Ukraine

In the summer the Byelorussian
State Dance Ensemble visited Molda-
via and the Ukraine, giving perform-
ances in L'vov, KiSinev, Odessa,
Cernovcei, Uzhorod, Mukaceva, Cerni-
gov and Vinnica.

The Janka Kupata
Minsk enjoyed a successful
season in KiSinev, the
Moldavia.

The Jakub Kotlas Theatre from
Viciebsk spent the summer in Poltava,
and the Brest Theatre in Luck.

Theatre from
summer

capital of

Poland

Two Byelorussian archaeologists, L.
Alaksiejeti (of the Institute of Archae-
ology in Moscow) and L. Pobal (from
Minsk) took part in the tenth confer-
ence of Polish archaeologists which
was held in Rzeszow from 19 to 21

February. Alaksiejei spoke on the
results ~ of recent excavations of
ancient towns in Byelorussia, and

Pobal read a paper on the relations
between tribes inhabiting southern
Byelorussia and the south-eastern
provinces of Poland in the 2nd — 5th
centuries A. D.

*

At the international book fair in
Warsaw in the summer, the Byelo-
russian section was represented by
more than a hundred books, including
works of Janka Kupata, Jakub Kotas,
Maksim Bahdanovi¢, Janka Bryl, Ivan
Mielez and other Byelorussian poets
and prose writers.

*

A delegation from the Minsk pro-
vince visited Warsaw during the
summer. The guests had the opportun-
ity to visit the industrial establish-
ments of the Polish capital and its
province. They also visited Cracow
and Silesia.

*

A group of students from the
Philological Faculty of Minsk Univers-
ity spent one month at Warsaw
University in the autumn. They
attended lectures on Polish language
and literature as well as on special
subjects of their choice. They also
had the opportunity to visit Cracow,
Lo6dz, Oswigcim and other places.

Russia

A week of Byelorussian literature
was held in Leningrad from 4 to 11
June. The group of Byelorussian
poets and writers taking part in the
week was headed by Maksim Tank
and included Ivan Mielez, Vasil Vitka,

Alaksiej Kutakouski, Nit Hilevic,
Andrej Makajonak, Maksim Luzanin,
Ivan Navumienka, Janka Sipakol

and the literary critic Uladzimir Ju-
revi¢. The week was organised on the
initiative of the Leningrad writers
Nicholas Braun. Maria Komissarova,
Paul Kobzarevskij, Bronislav Kezun
and others.

*

An evening of Byelorussian lit-
erature, organised jointly by the
Union of Soviet Writers and the Union
of Byelorussian Writers, took place in
Moscow on 19 December. Those who
took part included Ivan Mielez, Edzi
Ahniacviet, Utadzimir Duboika, Siar-
hiej Hrachotiski, Michas Katacynski
and others.
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II. Events in Byelorussia

MINSK

On 22 January there took place a
session of the Supreme Soviet of the
Byelorussian Soviet Republic at which
S. Prytycki was elected chairman of
the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet
in place of I. Kaztoi who died in
December 1967. The new president of
the Byelorussian Republic was born
in 1913 in the Hrodna district which
during the years 1920-1939 was under
Polish occupation. In 1936 he was
sentenced to death by the Polish
authorities, but the sentence was later
commuted to one of life imprisonment.

The Byelorussian Janka Kupata
Theatre 1n Minsk on 3 February
marked the 600th performance of

Kupata's famous play Pailinka. Writ-
ten fifty-five years ago, the play has
remained highly p(ipular ever since.

Ivan Samiakin's tetralogy Iryvo:-
naje §cascie, which was awarded the
Jakub Kotas Literature Prize for 1967,

appeared on Byelorussian television
in serialised form.

%
The following state prizes were

awarded for the year 1968: The Janka
Kupata Prize for Literature (Poetry)
to Alaksiej Pysin for his collection of
poems Tvaje daloni (Your Hands).
The Jakub Kotas Prize for Literature
(Prose) to Micha$ Lynkoi for his novel
Viekapomnyja  dni ~ (The Memorable
Days). The Music Prize to the com-
poser Jathien Cikocki for his opera
Alesia. The Journalism Prize to Ivan
Novika@i for his documentary essay
Tvaram da niebiaspieki (In the Face
of Danger). The Theatre Prize to S.
Kazimirotiski (director), Jatihien Nika-
lajeti  (stage designer) and Fiodar
Samakoti (actor) of the Jakub Kotas
Theatre in Viciebsk for their produc-
tion of the play Sostaje pakalennie
(The Sixth Generation). The Film
Prize to Joseph Vienarovi¢ (director)
and Anatol Vialuhin (script writer)
for the film Hienieral Pusca. The
Prize for Architecture to H. Bahda-
nali, M. Bar$¢, S. Batkotski, A.
Voinati, U. Karol, S. Musinski, M.
Parusnikali, H. Sysojeli, N. Trachten-
bierh and N. Spihielman for the
project of the Minsk main street
'Leninski Praspiekt’,
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*
An 'ethnographical' concert took
place in the House of Byelorussian

Writers in Minsk on 9 February. The
artists were peasants — mostly elder-
ly — from the villages of Toniez
(Lel¢ycy district in eastern Palessie)
and Klatnaja (Pinsk district in west-
ern Pales§sie). Without any prepara-
tion and standing in an informal
group (hurt) they sang old traditional
songs — ritual, seasonal, and miscell-
aneous — without any direction,
except that each group had its own
leader, who in Toniez is called zapia-
vata and in Klatnaja — padhatosnzk.
The concert was so successful that
another one was organised in Decem-
ber, when the original artists were
joined by the villagers of Lazaraika
and Htuskavi¢y of LelCycy district.
The organiser of the concerts was
Zinaida Mazejka, a member of the
Institute of Ethnography and Folklore

of the Byelorussian Academy of
Sciences.

*
The premic¢re of the new film

Hienieral Pu$ca (script by  Anatol
Vialuhin) was held in Minsk on 18
February. The theme is the struggle
of the Byelorussian partisans against
the Germans during the last war.

*

From 19 to 23 February the Jakub
Kotas Institute of Philology of the
Byelorussian Academy of Sciences
organised in Minsk the first Interna-
tional Conference of Byelorussian
Lexicology and Etymology. Apart
from Byelorussian philologists, many
delegates from Leningrad, Kiev, L'vov,
Moscow, Odessa, Orel, Riga, Vilna and
other cities were also present. Al-
together sixty-three papers were read,
among them 'The Present-day State
of Byelorussian Lexicology' by A.
Zuratski in conjunction with I. Sa-
durski (Minsk); 'Byelorussian Material
and Slavonic Etymology' by I. Otkup-
$¢ikov (Leningrad); 'Byelorussian
Words in the Fishing Terms of Latga-
lia" by B. Laumiene (Riga); 'Turkish
Words in the Byelorussian Lexicon' by
I.  Dobrodumov (Moscow); 'Some
Problems in the Systematisation of
Lexical Material and the Principles of
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its Description' by A. Michnievi¢
(Minsk). Much attention was paid to
the Middle-Byelorussian language and
it was generally agreed that for any
fruitful study of the subject, the pub-
lication of old Byelorussian written
monuments was an essential pre-
requisite.
%

On 5 March a Bulgarian Govern-
ment delegation visited Minsk. It was
followed by a Parliamentary delega-

tion from that country which stayed
from 23 to 25 April.
%

On 8 March a French Trades Union
delegation visited Minsk.
%

The Congress of Byelorussian Teach-
ers took place in Minsk from 24 to
26 March. In his welcoming address

to the delegates the writer Ivan
Samiakin said: . Yes, teach child-
ren atomic physics, but also teach

them a science which is as ancient as
this world — love and respect for
their native land, their parents, their
mother tongue ...'

The Swiss ambassador to the Soviet
Union, A.R. Lindt, was in Minsk on
11 and 12 April. He attended a
performance of the play Ludzi na
balocie at the Janka Kupata Theatre.

%

The 'Living Word Club' 1is an
association within the Minsk Peda-
gogical Institute. Members of this club
are students interested in maintaining
the purity of the Byelorussian langu-
age and exploring its riches. It is
directed by the dean of the Byelo-
russian Faculty of the Institute Fiodar
Jankouski, an authority on Byelorus-

sian idioms. Well-known writers,
journalists and men of culture (Kra-
piva, Bryl, Syrma, Siemiazon) are

frequent guests of the club.
*

On 26 April members of the well-
known amateur theatre from Cimka-
vicy, together with their director Ul
Stelmach, were guests at the Minsk
Palace of Culture. They showed
excerpts from the play Hanka by Ul

Halybok, and Dzieci adnaho doma by
I. Samiakin. An ensemble of pipe-
players (dudary) also gave a

performance.

*

The French ballet dancers Claire
Sambor and Michel Bruel visited
Minsk in April and took part in the
performance of Swan Lake at the
Theatre of Opera and Ballet. In May
the Danish dancers, Simone Kristan
and Fleming Flint, performed in
Giselle. In June the Byelorussian
capital was host to Milan's La Scala
singer, M. Guglielmini, and the Lithu-
anian tenor, V. Narejko. Guglielmini
sang the part of Gilda in Rigoletto

and of Rosina in The Barber of
Seville.

*
Delegates of trade wunions from
Ethiopia, Gambia, Nigeria, Somalia

and Tanzania visited Minsk from 4 to
8 May.

*

A festival of the Soviet stars of
opera and ballet took place in Minsk
from 15 to 27 May.

%

The Institute of History of the
Byelorussian Academy of Sciences
organised nine teams for archaeologi-
cal excavations in various parts of
Byelorussia during the summer. The
main digs were made in the regions
of HalSany, Potack, Stonim and
Turati, as well as the continuation of
the excavations in Zaslaiije, Lahojsk
and Barysait.

%

A congress of the chief librarians of
Soviet academic libraries was held in
Minsk at the end E)kf September.

An economic delegation from the
German Democratic Republic Go-
vernment visited Minsk from 25 to 29

September.
*

A festival of international and
Soviet prize winning instrumentalists
and singers took place in Minsk from
28 September to 13 October.

%

A Polish Government delegation,
headed by Mieczystaw Moczar and
the Polish ambassador to the USSR
Jan Ptasinski, arrived in Minsk on 14
October. From there they proceeded
to Lenina where they took part in the
unveiling ceremony of a memorial to
the Polish soldiers who died in Byelo-
russia during the second world war.
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*

In November the students' drama
society of the Byelorussian Institute
of Technology staged the comedy
Sud by Ut Hatubok.

On 28 and 29 December, solemn
celebrations took place in Minsk to
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary
of the establishment of the Byelo-
russian Soviet Socialist Republic. At
the celebrations the first secretary of
the Soviet communist party L. Brez-
nev and the heads of all the Soviet

republics were present.
*

By a decree of the Praesidium of
the Supreme Soviet of the BSSR on
31 October the poets Arkadz Kulasoi
and Maksim Tank were awarded the
title of 'People's Poet of Byelorussia'.
This high honour has been awarded
in the past to only three persons —
Janka Kupata, Jakub Kotas and
Piatru§ Brotka.

%

The title of 'People's Artist of the
USSR' was given to the director of
the Byelorussian State Orchestra of
Folk Instruments, Professor Joseph
Zynovi¢, the actor Zdzistaii Stoma, of
the Janka Kupata Theatre, and to the
director of the Byelorussian State
Folk Choir. Hienadz Citovic.

*

Janka Mair, the best known writer
of books for children and young
people, the most famous of which is
the adventure novel Paleskija Rabin-
zony (The Robinsons of Pales$sie), is
85 years old.

BARYSATU

The archaeological excavations in
this city have revealed most interest-
ing remains of the ancient Barysai,
the origins of which go back to the
beginning of the 12th century.

BREST

The Brest theatre began its autumn
season with the play Ludzi i kamienni
(People and Stones) by K. Hubarevic.
The season's programme includes
another play by the same author,
Brescki mir (The Treaty of Brest) and
also Serca na daloni by 1. Samiakin.
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BUDSLAVA

The original 'Patilinka’ of Kupala's
play of the same name lives in Bud-
stava. Her name is Paulina Miadziotka
and in September she celebrated her
75th birthday. A teacher and poet,
she began to play an active part in
the Byelorussian national movement
as a young girl before the first world
war and knew well Kupata, Kotas,
Biadula, Ciotka and others. In January
1913 in St Petersburg she played the
role of Paiilinka in the first produc-
tion of the play in the presence of
the author himself.

CIMKAVICY

Cimkavicy is the birthplace of the
great Byelorussian writer Kuzma
Corny (1900-1944). The Corny Museum
opened there three years ago.

HOMIEL

In July a conference of Soviet
algebraists was held in Homiel. This
city was not chosen by chance — it

possesses its own original  school of
algebraists, founded by S. Cunichin, a
member of the Byelorussian Academy
of Sciences.

*

The Janka Kupata Theatre from
Minsk spent twenty days in Homiel.
Theatre-lovers of that city were able
to see performances of Pailinka,
Ludzi na balocie, Kanstancin Zasto-
naii, Lavonicha na arbicie and other

plays.

HRODNA

This year the city received its own
permanent art gallery.

Hrodna is an important cultural
centre in western Byelorussia. The
Janka Kupata Pedagogical Institute
(founded in 1940) is located there, as
well as the Medical Institute and a
technical college with a flourishing
literary society 'Lira'. The local
branch of the Union of Byelorussian
Writers includes such names as Vasil
Bykati, Alaksiej Karpiuk, Danuta
Bicel-Zahnietava, Volha Ipatava, Mi-
cha§ Dubrotiski. Anatol Iviers and
others. Not far from Hrodna, in
Zielva, lives the well-known poetess
Larysa Hieniju§, whose recent collec-
tion of poems, Nievadam z Niomana
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(In a Net from the Nioman), was pub-
lished in 1968.

One should not forget to mention
the Hrodna Zoological Garden, the
only one of its kind in Byelorussia.

*

The famous Estonian musical
ensemble 'Laine' visited Hrodna this
year.

KAPYL

An exhibition of the work of the
village weaver-women of the Kapyl
district was held in the local House
of Culture. Exhibits from several
villages were shown. The centre of
attraction were numerous bedspreads,
known locally as pierabiranki, prob-
ably because of the great care that
must be taken in choosing the design
and matching the colours. The exhib-
ition showed that despite the spread-
ing of industrial products, ancient
folk-art is far from extinct in the
Byelorussian villages.

KRASNAPOLLE

In May the children's library in
Krasnapolle (Mahiloli province) organ-
ized a competition for the best paint-
ing and essay on 'A Journey in the
band of the Byelorussians'. The com-
petition was called 'l Love my
Country'.

%

The amateur theatre of Krasnapolle
produced the play Hanka by Ut. Hatu-
bok. Thus they revived an old tradi-
tion, for this play was performed
there for the first time more than 30
years ago, before the year 1937, when
Utadzimir Hatlubok was arrested and
his works banned. Many of those who
took part in the first performance of
Hanka in Krasnapolle are still alive.

LIDA

The pupils of Lida secondary school
made an excursion to places connect-
ed with the lives and works of famous
Byelorussian writers. They went to
Valozyn near which V. Dunin-Mar-
cinkievi¢ lived, and then to Viazynka,
the birthplace of Janka Kupala. The
next stop was Minsk and the literary
museum of Jakub Kotas, after which
they visited the poet's native village
of Mikatajetis¢yna. They also visited
Uzda, the birthplace of Kandrat Kra-

piva and Patluk Trus, and Zahor'je
near Turec where Janka Bryl spent
his early years. The organizers of the
excursion were the teachers A. Burak,
Ja. Kaiicevi¢. and A. Pietracenka.

L AHOJSK

Archaeological excavations, conduc-
ted under the direction of H. Stycha,
have revealed much interesting
material and confirmed many facts
about Lahojsk found in contemporary
chronicles. In particular it has been
confirmed that it was already a well-
established city in the 11th century.

LOJEU

A literary circle has been formed
under the auspices of the local news-
paper. There are already several
promising young writers and poets in
this town, among them U. Savicki, L.
Navumienka, A. Kukara, V. Svilonak
and others.

ORSA

An exhibition of works by local
artists took place in September. The
painters who exhibited their works
were N. Sattanai, A. Kazloi, M. Buyra-
not, S. Saiiroli, A. Varanovi¢, V. Zyt-
noii, V. Hancarot.

POLACK

The Potack city museum and library
has received a precious gift consist-
ing of the works of Professor A.
Florovsky of Prague, sent by the
author himself. This gesture may be
regarded as the last token of homage
by a distinguished scholar to the
native city of Francis Skaryna, on
whom he did much valuable study
and research. Soon afterwards, in
May, came the sad news of Professor
Florovsky's death.

RADKAVICY

Julija Michnievi¢, or 'Ciotka Jula'
as she is generally known, is 72 years
old and has spent all her life in her
native village of Radkavi¢y (Luban
district). Yet she is known far beyond
the boundaries of her village. For
Ciotka Jula is a poet. She began
composing verse when she was a small
girl and goes on doing so to the pres-
ent day. She does not write her poems,
but — such is her phenomenal mem-
ory — she knows them all by heart
and can recite them at any time. Not
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long ago Ciotka Jula gave a recital of
her poems in Minsk.

SEONIM

On 15 January 1968 J. Stabroiiski died
in Slonim at the age of ninety-nine.
In him Byelorussians lost one of the
most enthusiastic and dedicated of
local historians and archaeologists.
The work of his life was the Stonim
museum, which he founded in 1924
through his private efforts and which
is today one of the finest and best
ordered local museums in all Byelo-
russia. Stabroiiski succeeded in saving

his precious collections during the
war, and thus the Stonim museum
was first to open in the post-war
period.

SVICIAZ

A seminar of young Byelorussian
creative artists was held from 20 to
31 May at the holiday resort of Svi-
ciaz, on the bank of the beautiful lake
of the same name, immortalized by
Mickiewicz. There were special days
dedicated to literature, art, theatre,
cinema, etc., as well as many inform-
al discussions, exhibitions of works
by individual artists, showings of new
films, concerts, and the like. The older
feneration gave generous help and
the new participants were able to
meet and talk to such poets and
prose writers as Maksim Tank, Janka
Bryl, Barys Sacanka, Micha$§ Stralcoi
and critics Ul. Hnitamiodat and R.
Biarozkin. The painters H. and N.
Paptatiski, Nela Sc¢asnaja and A. Piat-
ruchna showed their latest paintings,

and the composers Ul. Zurovi¢, D.
Smolski. A. Jan¢anka and A. Sutau

III. Events Abroad

DENMARK

According to reports in the Byelo-
russian Soviet press, the Slavonic
Department of the University of
Copenhagen has sent a request to the
Jakub Kotas Institute of Philology in
Minsk for material for a course in
Byelorussian  language  which it
intends to introduce.
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played their own compositions and
talked about their work.

VICIEB SK

An interesting exhibition of the
works of Viciebsk-born artists took
place in January. Altogether eleven
artists showed their works, among

them M. Savicki, L. S¢amieleti and M.
Cepkin.

*

The Jakub Kotas Theatre began its
autumn season with the traditional
Niescierka by V. Volski. During the
summer the Theatre visited Pskov and
Poltava.

ZAPOLLE

The choir of the village of Zapolle
in Hrodna district is forty years old
and is known far beyond the frontiers
of Byelorussia. It has to its credit over
2,000 concerts and a repertoire of
more than 400 songs. Many songs, such
as Nas Nioman, Rodnyj kraj, Pajdu,
pajdu, Jasiu mily, Jeduc Zanichi and
others, were written and composed by
the choir itself, either collectively or
by its individual members. Words to
many of the songs were written by
a local school teacher, Ivan Zuk, and
the music by the chorus master
Piatro Seuka.

ZASELAUIJE

A museum of ancient Byelorussian
cities is being organized in Zastaije.
The place could not have been better
chosen, for this ancient little city, with
its 11th century church and the 'Tomb
of Rahnieda', is a living piece of Bye-
lorussian history.

ITALY

On 17 March at the Pontifical
Oriental Institute in Rome His
Excellency Bishop Cestai  Sipovié

gave a lecture entitled /I dottor Fran-
cesco Skaryna a la sua opera biblica.
At the lecture Cardinals E. Tisserant
and J. Slipyj, the Rector and profess-
ors of the Oriental Institute and many
other  distinguished  guests  were
present. The text of the lecture was
later published in the April-June
number of the journal Unitas.
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KAZAKHSTAN

The Avezov Institute of Literature
of the Kazakh Academy of Sciences
has published a bibliographical volume
on Byelorussian-Kazakh literary con-
tacts, embracing the years 1917-1967.

POLAND

The year 1968 marks forty years of
academic work by Professor Antonina
Obrgbska-Jabtonska, the distinguish-
ed Polish philologist. Although her
main field of study is the Polish
language, her interest in the philologi-
cal sphere may be called truly
universal, and she has made valuable
contributions to a number of subjects
ranging from the Lay of Igor's
Campaign to the Peking dialects of
the  Chinese language. Professor
Obrebska-Jabtonska 1s also well-
known in the field of Byelorussian
studies. Since 1956 she has occupied
the Chair of Byelorussian Language at
the University of Warsaw and directs
the Byelorussian language laboratory in
the Slavonic section of the Polish
Academy of Sciences. In addition to
several articles on the Byelorussian
language, she has edited the last
volumes of Fedorowski's Lud Bialo-
ruski, and, jointly with M. Biryla,
compiled a Polish-Byelorussian dic-
tionary. Under her direction also there
has been initiated a systematic study
of Byelorussian dialects in the Biaty-
stok region. But her greatest merit
lies in having formed a considerable
group of talented young scholars,
which bodes well for the future of
Byelorussian studie: in Poland.

The public libraries in the Biaty-
stok district have nearly 15,000 volum-
es in Byelorussian, consisting mainly
of works of fiction.

%

The Polish radio in Biatystok has
had, since 1958, one weekly program-
me in the Byelorussian language.
Initially the director of that program-
me was Maciej Kanapacki, who at
one time was also the director of the

Byelorussian weekly Niva and is
known for his valuable studies on
the history of the Byelorussian

Tartars. Since 1961 the director of the
Byelorussian radio programme has
been Lavon Majsiejuk.

%

An exhibition of frescoes from the

Suprasl monastery was held in the
Biatystok regional museum in August.
Altogether thirty frescoes were shown
— all that remained of the famous
mid-16th  century  Supras§l church
which was blown up in 1944 by the
retreating German*troops.

The Byelorussian Literary Associa-
tion in Poland 'Bietavieza' is ten years
old. Today it enjoys a considerable
membership, including such writers
as Ales Barski, Viktar Svied, Janka
Burs, C. Janovi¢, I. Cykvin and others
who have made a serious contribution
to the development of contemporary
Byelorussian literature.

%

The novel Ludzi na batocie by Ivan
Mielez has appeared in Polish transla-
tion by E. Kabatc. Another Byelo-
russian novel published in Polish was
I. Samiakin's Serca na daloni, trans-
lated by L. Susid.

UNITEDKINGDOM

The London branch of the Associa-
tion of Byelorussians in Great Britain,
in conjunction with the English poetry
Magazine  Manifold,  organised an
evening of the poetry of Zmitrok
Biadula (1887-1941) on Saturday 10
February. The English translations
were by Miss Verg Rich.

The headmaster of St. Cyril's House
School for boys in Finchley, London,
gave a dinner on 4 May to mark the
feast of Saint Cyril of Turai. Mr Guy
Picarda read a paper on Alexander
Sottan, the Byelorussian 15th century
traveller in Europe.

%

The Byelorussian Catholic Church
and St. Cyril's House School were the
subjects of a BBC television prog-
ramme on Friday 29 November.

%

During the academic year 1968-69
the Anglo-Byelorussian Society organ-
ized at the British Academy in London
the third course of lectures on Byelo-
russian culture. The speakers were
Professor R. Auty ('The Position of
the Byelorussian Language in the
Study of Comparative Slavonic Philo-
logy'); Mr A. B. McMillin ('Alexander
Jelski (1834-1916)"); Dr R. A. French
('The Geography of Byelorussia in the
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16th century'); Mr G. Picarda ('Anglo-
Byelorussian Relations from 1918 to
1921"); Miss V. Rich ('Jakub Kotas and
the Evolution of a National Byelorus-
sian Epic Style') and Rev. A. Nadson
('The Chronicle of Barkulabad (1563-
1608)").

UNITED STATES OF

AMERICA

The Slavonic department of the
New York City Library organized an

137

exhibition to commemorate 450 years
of Byelorussian printing. The exhibi-
tion lasted from March to July 1968.
It contained more than 200 exhibits
illustrating the evolution of Byelo-
russian printing from the first Skary-
na edition in 1517 up to the present
day. The exhibition aroused much
interest and there have been favour-
able comments on it in the American,
Polish, Czech, Slovak, and Byelorus-
sian press both at home and abroad.



