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The Town of Kunosa in the 16th Century
Contributions to the History of Paper-making in the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania and the Dating of the Radziwilt Map
of Lithuania

BY

M. SIEKIERSKI

Economic developments in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, especially
after the middle of the 16th century, were accompanied by the emer-
gence of a large number of new towns.! It should be noted that, in
the long run, some of these towns did not flourish and increase in size.
Many, after an initial period of success lasting until the middle of the
17th century, never fully recovered from the cataclysmic series of wars
and economic difficulties which followed. A few prospered even more
briefly, practically disappearing from the map within one generation
of their founding. This study examines the available information about
one such town, a town which up to now has only been known to ex1st
because of its inclusion on the famous Radziwit Map of Lithuania.?
Materials found in the Radziwill Archives of the Main Archive of Early
Acts (AGAD) in Warsaw provide several important details about
Kunosa® and its economic significance, and coincidentally, in conjunc-
tion with other materials found there, suggest a solution to the problem
of the dating of the Radziwilt Map.

At least from the early years of the 16th century, Kunosa, located
some 15 km. north-east of N1esw1ez together with nelghbourmg
Mohylna, belonged to the Pac family.? In the last quarter of that cen-
tury Pac properties in the area of the upper Niemen were gradually
acquired by Prince Nicholas Christopher ‘the Orphan’ (‘Sierotka’) Rad-
ziwilt and eventually included in his newly organized Nieswiez Entail
(Ordynacja NieSwiezska). This process ended in 1602 with the final ac-
quisition of a part of Mohylna belonging to Jerzy Stanistawowicz Pac.’
The territories of Kunosa passed into Radziwilt’s hands between 1575
and 1589. Firsi, in 1575, Prince Radzwilt acquired sizeable property vir-
tually surrounded by the lands of Kunosa, Dworzec Jeleriski, later
known as Lubkowszczyzna, which had once belonged to Kunosa.® In
the following year Prince Nicholas Christopher exchanged Dworzec
Jeleniski for 42 wioki of forest belonging to Dominik Mikolajewicz Pac
The newly acquired land adjoined the Prince’s lands close to Nieswiez.”
A month later, in January 1577, Radziwilt negotiated an arrangement
with Pac by which the latter turned over the entire estate of Kunosa
to the Prince for a period of at least three years in exchange for a
loan of 1,300 kopy. The scheme would be automatically renewed for
succeedlng three-year periods if Pac was not able to return the amount
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owed.? Dominik Pac died in 1579. His son, Jan, not only did not repay
the debt but borrowed more from Prince Nicholas Christopher.® By the
end of 1588 Jan Pac agreed to sell Kunosa to Radziwilt. The transac-
tion, finalized in the following year, involved a sum of 12,000 kopy,
with much of that amount in the form of the former owmer’s debts
secured on Kunosa and taken over by the Prince.'?

The estate of Kunosa consisted of over 500 wioki of largely forested
land.'* The 1577 contract listed the manors and the villages belonging
to Kunosa, adding that the estate also included a town called Dominik-
ovo (‘z miestom nazvanym Dominikovo’). The document contained an
interesting reference to the mills of Kunosa, informing that the property
was to be held ‘iz mlynami muénymi i mlynom rudnym tartiénym i
papiernym’.!? The composition of the estate changed somewhat during
the period from 1577 to 1589 when it was mortgaged to Radziwill. The
document of sale, dated 3 January 1589, listed the manors of Kunosa
and Juszewicze, the town (miestecko) Kunosa, and the villages of
Kunosa Malaia, Rusalowicze, Andrusze, and Juszewicze.!> Apparently,
the town, named after its founder, Dominik Pac, reverted to its original
name. Missing from the later document was a reference to the paper-
mill. Several other documents in the Radziwiltt Archives, however, pro-
vide some information on the fate of the paper-mill as well as of the
town itself.

This information on Kunosa is included in the surviving tax receipts
for Kunosa and for the Principality of Nieswiez, the first covering the
period 1577-1582, and the second beginning in 1596.'* The earliest tax
receipt for Kunosa, going back to 1577, includes the acknowledgement
that Prince Nicholas Christopher had paid 1.5 zitoty in taxes for one
‘paper-wheel’, or in other words, for the paper-mill. The 1581 receipt
gives a more detailed description of the town of Kunosa. It had 19
houses in the market square and 20 street houses, and among its crafts-
men was a tailor, a shoemaker, a carpenter, two coopers, two black-
smiths, one miller, and one paper-maker. The entire estate included 68
settled wioki. The receipt for the following year is essentially the same
but with one significant exception. The total number of the houses in
the market square is only 18, the total cultivated wioki also one less,
and the paper-mill is listed as ‘vacant’ (spustoszat).!® Obviously, the
paper-making business ceased between 15 May 1581 and 3 May 1582,
the dates of the two tax receipts. Unfortunately, the watermarks of
the Kunosa paper-mill are unknown. It is not unreasonable, however,
to speculate that Kunosa paper may have played a role in the printing
establishment of Maciej Kawieczyniski, since, after all, the existence of
a paper-mill in NieSwiez, though assumed by specialists, has never been
documented.!® The Kunosa paper may have also been used later, es-
pecially in the late 1570s, by the Radziwilt press at the disposal of
the Jesuits in Wilno. The closing of the Kunosa paper-mill coincides
with a crisis in the operation of Radziwill’s printing-press and with
a marked decrease in the Prince’s direct sponsorship nf the Wilno Jesuit
pubtlication ventures.'” Possibly, this coincidence is not totally insignifi-
cant.
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No Kunosa tax receipts are available for the years immediately fol-
lowing 1582. Only in 1596 is Kunosa mentioned again in the available
tax documents, these covering the entire Principality of Nieswiez.'® The
1596 receipt informs that Kunosa had 18 houses in the market square,
and as many as 82 street dwellings. The tax for that year paid for
one tailor, two shoemakers, one carpenter, and two bricklayers. The
document acknowledged the existence of three mill-wheels in the area,
as well as the presence of a completely new industrial venture in
Kunosa, iron ore excavation and smelting. The enterprise was equipped
with three water-powered wheels (kofa rudne) and employed seven
craftsmen (towarzysze rudniccy), including four coal-makers, a black-
smith, a man for washing the ore (ptokarz), and another in charge of
the bellows (dymarz). The NieSwiez receipt for the following year, 1597,
repeats the same information about Kunosa as the 1596 document. The
situation changed drastically between 1597 and 1601, the year of the
next available Nieswiez tax receipt. The 1601 document still notes the
existence of the three mills and the iron-producing enterprise in
Kunosa, but it points out that nothing is left of the rest of the town:
‘a miesteko Kunosa to vsie do$tatku let neuroZainych ¢&erez holod
spustosalo ostatok do MikolaievS¢yzny znesieno i khrunty toho mies-
te¢ka aé sud’ na voloki pomereny le¢ niepriniaty vsie v pustie i zadnoho
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pozytku nie ¢yniat’. Thus, due to crop failure and famine in the area
Kunosa ceased to exist as a town. The next tax receipt, dated a few
months later, repeats the information about Kunosa’s disappearance as
a town and clarifies that the town and the estate formerly consisted
of 165 settled wioki. The tax documents from the next two decades
still note the existence of the Kunosa mills and iron industry, but make
no reference to the town. Apparently, the town was never re-estab-
lished. In 1617 the village of Kunosa comprised 41 settled and 9 vacant
wioki, but without the mills and the iron ore and smelter (which appar-
ently were retained by Radziwill) was given for life to Jakub Woyna
as security for a 3,000 zlotgf loan to Prince Jan Jerzy Radziwill, Prince
Nicholas Christopher’s son.®

Why then is Kunosa marked as ‘oppidum’, or town, on the Radziwilt
Map of Lithuania which was published in Amsterdam? In the first
place, this is so because the compilation of the data and the preparation
of the pre-publication draft was completed at least a dozen years ear-
lier, quite probably between 1597 and 1599, as has already been sug-
gested by such scholars as Henryk Merczyng and Karol Buczek.”’
Secondly, while it has been shown conclusively by Stanistaw Alexan-
drowicz that there was an earlier, pre-1613 printing of the Radziwilt
Map, there is no evidence that the imprint differed significantly from
the later, Amsterdam imprint.>! Had there been any effort to update
the earlier, yet to be found edition, Prince Nicholas Christopher and
his map-makers would have seen to it that the Prince’s own possessions
would be represented correctly on the new map. Kunosa’'s new status
is a case in point. Additional support for this view is rendered by the
case of another small town held by Prince Nicholas Christopher, Doku-
déw, in the district of Brzes¢. The town of Dokudéw, just like Kunosa,
is marked on the 1613 map with the symbol for ‘oppidum’; however,
a surviving 1601 tax receipt states that Dokudéw was ‘przed tim mias-
teczkiem a teraz nowo 1599 na wie$ obroczone’.®? Later tax receipts
for Dokudéw refer to the settlement consistently as ‘sioto’.?* Thus, ad-
ditional archival materials seem to support strongly the thesis that the
Radziwill Map of Lithuania was prepared for publication before the
end of the 16th century and that its 1613 printing introduced no sub-
stantial changes in the original draft.

NOTES

1. This process has been studied most thoroughly by Stanistaw Alexandrowicz. His arti-
cle ‘Geneza i rozwdj sieci miasteczek Bialorusi i Litwy do polowy XVII w., Acta
Baltico-Slavica, VII (1972), pp.47-108, perhaps best summarizes the author’s numer-
ous contributions and lists the relevant literature.

2. Alexandrowicz, ‘Geneza i rozwéj..., p.83. This is the only reference to the town
of Kunosa that I was able to find in scholarly literature.

3. For reasons of personal convenience I have rendered geographical and family names
in Polish, the language of most of the archival sources and cartographic materials
used in this article. The accompanying map provides additionally the Byelorussian
forms of place-names, whenever different from the Polish.

4. i]ﬁ)zef Wolff, Pacowie : materyjaly historyczno-genealogiczne, Petersburg, 1885, pp.9,

5. The process of the formation of the Nie§wiez Entail is traced in my article ‘The
Niasviz Estates of Prince Nicholas Christopher Radziwilt : The Formation of a Bye-
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